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Over the last six months or so I have been 

waging a campaign with the Australian Electoral 
Commission (AEC), to have a ‘None of the 

Above’ vote choice on the Ballot paper for all 

free political elections.   

I accept the ‘compulsory’ requirement in 
our voting system  …  I just believe that when 

you are asked to cast your vote, and you do not 

know any of the candidates on the ballot paper,  

and you do not agree with the Party policies they 
represent, you should have the opportunity to 

truly vote your conscious.  As opposed to having 

to vote informal, or make a choice of the lesser 

of two evils.   

Our AEC Laws do not allow this type of vote 
… and those who do not want to vote for any 

candidate, are forced to vote informal.  There is 

no way the AEC can decipher from the informal 

ballots as to what percentage deliberately voted 
that way.   

The amendment sought via the linked 

submission with this Rant Post, to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Electoral Matters 
(JSCEM),   is to present to the AEC an alternative 

in determining why people vote informal.  With 

that knowledge, our political and electoral 

system will provide clear messages to both 

candidates and political parties.  That message 
being that we want to know our candidates, and 

know what they stand for as opposed to being 

party hacks, and puppets doing a lip service on 

behalf of a party that controls and implements its 
policies, outside of the eye of the public electoral 

landscape.  

The AEC conduct all their elections based 

on laws and an Act of Parliament enacted and 
controlled by our elected Federal and State 

Leaders.  

The JSCEM is sitting in Mid February and as 

part of that process, they entertain submissions 
from the public and other vested parties to 

review the last Federal Election and make 

recommendations.   

The Sept 2010 Federal election was unique 

and history making for many reasons, not the 
least being the hung parliament, and the three 

odd weeks it took to form a Government.  There 

was another issue that came from this election 

that has been given no press or coverage. 

The third placed party, that being the 

GREENS, were actually the forth placed party on 
1st preferences.   

The INFORMAL vote combined with those 

who just did not bother to show up an vote, 

numbered over 11% and in front of the GREENS.   
Get UP, an advocacy group that get 

involved with electoral matters and other issues 

concerning Human Rights, claim via their 

website, that an additional 1.4 million eligible 
voters were not even on the electoral roll.  If 

that is so, that pushes the informal’s and no 

shows well over 20% of the primary vote.   

That is almost double the GREENS vote and 

represents a powerful block of undecided’s.  The 
AEC will do an investigation as they have done in 

the past … looking at ballot papers and trying to 

find out why there was such a high number of 

informal votes cast.  However,  they will never 
be able to determine what portion were 

deliberate, and what portion were accidental.   

Having the ‘NONE of the ABOVE’ choice on 

the ballot paper, gives a clear indication and a 
way to assist the AEC in determining what 

portion of voters voted ‘NONE of the ABOVE’.   

In addition, each vote cast for a candidate, 

whether Independent or for a Political Party 

representative, earns that Candidate or Party 
$2.31 in electoral refunds.  Over the past two 

federal elections, the Labour and Coalition 

parties have shared in over $80 million in 

electoral refunds based on the number of votes 
their party received. 

 For information purposes and feedback, I 

have included and linked the submission paper I 

intend to send to the JSCEM in February.  I am 
looking for additional opinions and other ideas 

not already presented this data.  Please be active 

in this matter and voice your thoughts and 

provide some feedback.  
 There are feedback links on the WORD 

PRESS site that hosts this RANT … or 

alternatively, please use the e-mail links 

provided in this post, either below or above in 

the header and footer areas. 
The submission is almost complete and 

needs a good edit … if you know someone please 

let me know … I am my worst editor …  The 

Submission is again linked here, please read and 
offer your feedback. 
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